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On Oct. 8, Education Minister Humberto Belli reported that the illiteracy rate in Nicaragua had
increased from 12% in 1980 to over 30% this year. Belli called for a larger budget to remedy the
situation. Shortly after taking power in 1979, the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN)
launched a nationwide literacy campaign which taught nearly half a million Nicaraguans to read
and write. The illiteracy rate dropped by half. During the current school year, about 150,000 children
were unable to enroll due to overcrowding. The nation's universities enrolled only 8,000 of over
25,000 applicants. According to Belli, the student drop-out rate is near 50%, while about half of all
teachers have never received formal training as educators. (Basic data from AFP, 10/08/91)
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